
 

PICASSO PAINTING 

STOLEN FROM TATE 

MODERN 
By Christian  

Picasso’s famous painting ( The Head of 

awwoman, created 1924 ) was stolen from 

the Tate Modern.  The police believe the 

time of the crime was 11:00pm on the 23
rd

 

of December.  The man is believed to have 

fled the country. 

 

(Above: The Head of a Woman) 

Detective Mark Edward, head of the case, 

said the robbery was well planned and 

carefully thought through.  The guard, who 

had been on duty at the time, stated: 

“There was a time when the lights went out 

– that may have been when the thief (or 

thieves) robbed the pieces of art work”.  

Picasso’s painting was one of seven that 

were stolen.  Other paintings include:  The 

Red Vanguard,  painted 1888; The Potato 

Eaters,  painted 1885 and The Sunflower,  

painted 1887.  However, two of the 

paintings were found trying to be sold at an 

illegal auction. 

It seems most likely that the thieves (or 

thief) used a glass cutter to cut through the 

glass and drop through the ceiling to steal 

the masterpieces on exhibition.   Experts 

suggest the paintings were cut from their 

frames due to several empty frames 

remaining in the gallery.  The gallery’s 

curator said the gallery would re-enforce 

their security due to the break-in.  Police 

believe the thief escaped down a road and 

dropped his handkerchief.  Police believe 

they can trace the robber’s finger-prints to 

track him down. A witness, who saw a 

person running down the road, said: “He 

was wearing black all over and holding a 

bag that looked to have several canvasses 

in.” 

Micheal Thompson, a person who 

specialises in cases like this one, believes 

that the paintings were stolen to give to a 

 



private collector. The paintings that the 

thief stole were on loan from an art gallery 

in Chicago.  Experts believe all of the 

paintings are worth approximately £31.4 

million pounds and they have now been 

internationally registered as stolen. 

( Above: police chief ) 

Police chief states: “Due to the items being 

stolen, we are improving our security to 

make sure nothing similar to this happens 

again.”  Police have found the man is 

constantly moving around, and they no 

longer know if the priceless masterpieces 

are still in his possession or if he has given 

them to an unknown buyer. Nicole Wright 

states: “He still has the pieces of work or 

he would not be moving around 

constantly.”  

Police have not yet identified the thief and 

have high hopes to catch and identify him 

soon.  They are now calling on members of 

the public to not be scared and to come 

forward if they have something that may 

help the police in their investigation.  The 

Museum’s curator said in a statement that 

the museum would be closed while they 

improve their security and until the 

paintings are recovered and returned to the 

art gallery. 

 


