
The story line 

The Scarlet Pimpernel is set in the French Revolution and the villain – Citizen 

Chauvelin- is trying to kill everyone with the guillotine (a new French invention 

which involves a massive blade and 

a lot of blood!).  However, there is 

one person he wants to murder the 

most… the Scarlet Pimple!  Much to 

his frustration though, the Scarlet 

Pimple is awfully good at hiding 

and disguising himself.  So much so, 

his wife, Marguerite Blakeney, 

doesn’t know; she thinks she’s 

married to a man named Sir Percy Blakeney.  She hates him so much that she 

wishes he was flattened by a horse-drawn carriage and admits she secretly 

wants to marry the Scarlet Pimple.  Little does she know that she already has!  

My favourite moments 

My three favourite moments were when Sir Andrew dressed up as a woman 

(as a disguise) in a sparkly dress with half his chest showing;  when they went 

to the Poodle Palace and the poodles performed an acrobatic performance; 

and whenever Citizen Chauvelin got cross. 

My favourite character 

My favourite character was, without hesitation, Suzanne; she was very funny 

and didn’t know much at all, and thought that calling someone a ‘nitwit’ was a 

compliment!  To add to all her weirdness, she was obsessed with poodles! She 

was my favourite character because she was, like I previously said, very funny 

and silly, a lot like me! 

 

 



The best actor 

I thought the best actor was definitely Citizen 

Chauvelin because he pretended to be a lot of 

different people and managed to maintain a 

different voice for each one.   

Costumes 

I would describe the costumes as big, flouncy, colourful and a bit over 

exaggerated.  Especially the wigs.  They were huge, brightly coloured (pink, 

purple, green, orange) masterpieces bigger than their own heads!  

Set and props 

I think the set was very clever as they used the same bits of equipment for 

different scenes; furthermore, they somehow made them look like different 

props in the different scenes even though they weren’t. 

Charlie Pym, a fellow pupil, says it was “a splendid performance!”  I thoroughly 

agree with him and thought it a marvel to watch with the humour from the 

characters mixed with the seriousness of the story line.  I would recommend it 

for children six-year-olds and up. 

 

 


